GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR

He did not revolt against the Empire: he sent the
regalia of the deposed Romulus to Constantinople,
acknowledged the Emperor Zeno's authority, and
begged for his imperial recognition. This, as we
have seen, the Emperor refused, and instead com-
missioned Theodoric and the Ostrogoths to suppress
Odoacer, and rule in his stead. Thus the clever
Zeno killed two birds with one stone: he freed
the Balkans from the Ostrogothic blight, and he
extinguished Odoacer. In this conflict between the
two Germans Theodoric had an immense advantage :
he was the semi-divine king of a single united people,
while Odoacer was a mere military commander
wtess motley host included Sueves, Burgundians,
Herulians, Gepidae, and many others. Odoacer and
his host were crushed by A.D. 493, and Italy passed
into Ostrogothic hands.

V
Let us survey the situation at the close of the
fifth century of the Christian era. First, the Roman
Empire, now centred in Constantinople, and re-
united under a single head, was renewing its power
in all the regions east of the Adriatic. It had com-
pletely freed itself in these regions from Germans,
and it was no longer menaced by them, although
their places beyond the Danube were being taken
ominously by Slavs and Asiatic nomads. Secondly,
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